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NCCAKRON Launches #WomenCenterStage Social Media 
Campaign to Promote Female Choreographers, Oct. 1-31 

AKRON, Ohio — (October 2, 2018) - The National Center for Choreography at The Universi-
ty of Akron (NCCAkron) is launching a social media campaign centered on the stories of 50 
American women choreographers. The campaign is an active and participatory response to the 
#MeToo movement, and will examine gender, sexism, and the role of women in the artistic 
workplace.  

The campaign will roll out on Facebook and Instagram during October under the hashtag 
#WomenCenterStage. NCCAkron will post the stories of 50 choreographers over the course of 
the month, and invite other dance institutions (presenters, publications, companies), individual 
artists, and dance fans to use the hashtag to highlight women working in their own communities. 
Posts can include behind-the-scenes photographs, short videos, and personal statements from 
the artists.  

NCCAkron Executive & Artistic Director Christy Bolingbroke says, “We are in a cultural mo-
ment of reckoning as part of the #MeToo movement, but the stories of women dance artists 
have long been less visible, and less featured than our male counterparts. #WomenCenter-
Stage is NCCAkron’s way of shining a light on female choreographers, whose often-overlooked 
contributions have been vital to the dance field’s past, present, and most definitely, its future.” 

For more information about The National Center for Choreography at The University of Akron, 
visit https://www.nccakron.org/. 

#WomenCenterStage was inspired by the response to a national call for female choreographers 
last year, issued by NCCAkron in March 2017 for its inaugural Dancing Laboratory with Los An-
geles-based company BODYTRAFFIC. Dancing Labs are residency programs that explore 
ideas, issues and field-wide trends by bringing together two or more artists who do not normally 
have the time or privilege to work together. A Dancing Lab is a space for rigorous play, positive 
failure, collective experimentation and knowledge sharing.  

The call for nominations for this inaugural Dancing Lab, centered on female choreographers in 
the contemporary modern dance field, yielded almost 40 names and work samples to start — a 
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cross-section of women dance makers in the United States, from Aretha Aoki in Brunswick, ME 
to Stephanie Zalatel in Los Angeles, CA. All were invited to apply, and three (Kimberly  
Bartosik from Brooklyn, NY; Helen Simoneau from Winston-Salem, NC; and Kate Wallich 
from Seattle, WA) were selected for the Lab in September 2017.  

"Financial and logistical realities prevented us from bringing all 40 nominees to Akron. But it was 
truly humbling and inspiring to meet so many artists with whom the panel and I were  
previously unfamiliar," says Bolingbroke. “Since then, I've continued to look for a way to cele-
brate these artists. This campaign is our opportunity to do this and to showcase the  
collective, creative power across our field.” 

About NCCAkron 
Developed to provide resources for dance makers to think, create and be inspired, NCCAkron 
was founded in 2015 after a rigorous study led by local dance presenter DANCECleveland. 
  
Located at The University of Akron and in the heart of Northeast Ohio, a region recognized for 
its natural beauty and innovative spirit, the Center provides dance makers and their  
collaborators with a wide array of research opportunities, working spaces, resources and —  
perhaps most important — unencumbered time to think and create.  
  
The University of Akron offers seven world-class dance studios, two black box theaters, two 
mainstage theaters, and on-campus scene and costume shops. This nexus of spaces, com-
bined with collaborative research opportunities with scholars and specialists, was the catalyst 
for creating the Center and locating it at The University of Akron.   
  
At NCCAkron, dance makers find inspiration, support, and the time and space to research and 
create.  

Funding Credits 
The establishment of NCCAkron is made possible by the John S. and James L. Knight Founda-
tion.  
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