
The National Center for Choreography at The University of Akron 
NEWS RELEASE 

 
Media contact: 
connect@nccakron.org 
 
AKRON, Ohio — Earlier this month, the National Endowment for the Arts recommended The 
National Center for Choreography at The University of Akron (NCCAkron) as one of 855 
organizations across the country to receive direct funding through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act. NCCAkron has been awarded $50,000 to support its 
postponed residencies with choreographers Taja Will (Minneapolis, MN) and Nicole Klaymoon 
(San Francisco, CA).  
 
“As we navigate the many unknowns this pandemic has brought, our commitment to artists 
across the country remains fundamental,” said NCCAkron Artistic/Executive Director Christy 
Bolingbroke. “These funds allow us to follow through on the partnerships we created with Taja 
and Nicole, and to realize each artist’s residency whenever they are ready and can safely 
convene between now and June 2022.” 
 
“All of us at the National Endowment for the Arts are keenly aware that arts organizations 
across the country are hurting, struggling, and trying to survive and that our supply of funding 
does not come close to meeting the demand for assistance,” said Arts Endowment Chairman 
Mary Anne Carter. 
 
The NEA CARES Act application process was restricted to prior NEA grantees. Awarded funds 
were restricted to projects that had already been put into motion and were directly affected by 
COVID-19. This funding was also specifically designated to support staff salaries, artist fees, 
contractual personnel, and/or facilities costs. A majority of the award NCCAkron received (62%) 
will go towards artist fees and project-based support staff such as production managers and 
videographers; 23% is set aside for facilities costs, which includes the cost of ensuring safe 
spaces and project-related production equipment; and the remaining 15% towards NCCAkron 
staff salaries. 
 
"I am grateful for the support to collaboratively reimagine what a technical residency could look 
like in a way that centers and prioritizes the safety and wellbeing of all of our artists and 
collaborators during these unprecedented times,” said Klaymoon. 
 
 
About NCCAkron 

The National Center for Choreography at The University of Akron (NCCAkron) supports the 
research and development of new work in dance by exploring the full potential of the creative 
process. In addition to offering studio and technical residencies to make new work, activities 
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focus on catalyzing dialogue and experimentation; creating proximity among artists and dance 
thinkers; and aggregating resources around dance making. For more information, visit 
www.nccakron.org. 

Funding Credits 

The establishment of NCCAkron is made possible by the John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation. 

About the National Endowment for the Arts 

Established by Congress in 1965, the National Endowment for the Arts is the independent 
federal agency whose funding and support gives Americans the opportunity to participate in the 
arts, exercise their imaginations, and develop their creative capacities. Through partnerships 
with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal agencies, and the philanthropic sector, the 
Arts Endowment supports arts learning, affirms and celebrates America’s rich and diverse 
cultural heritage, and extends its work to promote equal access to the arts in every community 
across America. Visit arts.gov to learn more. 

 Artist Biographies 

Nicole Klaymoon (San Francisco, CA) founded Embodiment Project (EP) in 2008. Her 
signature approach to dance-making emphasizes the sacred practice of voicing stories of 
trauma in the context of community. She has directed and choreographed nine evening-length 
productions including Music of the Actualized Child, which delved into the school-to-prison 
pipeline and how structural racism harms children in school settings. She has produced two 
multi-city weeklong festivals that included workshops, panels, battles, and showcases featuring 
hip hop historians from across the US. Klaymoon serves on faculty in the dance department at 
the University of San Francisco and has worked as an arts educator in over 30 schools across 
the San Francisco Bay Area. 

Taja Will (Minneapolis, MN) is a queer, Chilean adoptee, performer, choreographer, therapist 
and restorative justice facilitator based in the Twin Cities (MN). Their approach integrates 
improvisation, somatic modalities, text and vocals in contemporary performance. Will’s aesthetic 
is one of spontaneity, bold choice making, sonic and kinetic partnership and the ability to move 
in relationship to risk and intimacy. They explore visceral connections to current socio-cultural 
realities through feminine archetypes and everyday magic. An educator, Will has been a guest 
teacher and adjunct faculty at several institutions locally and throughout the United States. Will 
also works in healing justice and as an advocate for artists especially serving as a liaison for 
artists in experimental forms, people of color and the LGBTQ communities. 
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