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NCCAkron Executive/Artistic Director Chosen to Curate 
The Joyce Theater's Annual American Dance Platform 

Christy Bolingbroke selects eight U.S. companies to perform the work of 12 U.S. choreographers at the 
iconic New York City dance venue in January 2020 

AKRON, OH – (September 13, 2019) – The fifth anniversary of the American Dance Platform 
(ADP) kicks off the New Year in January, 2020, curated by Christy Bolingbroke, founding 
Executive/Artistic Director of the National Center for Choreography at The University of Akron 
(NCCAkron), showcasing eight captivating companies at The Joyce Theater in New York City:  
Bruce Wood Dance, Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, Embodiment Project, Limón Dance 
Company, ODC/Dance, Rennie Harris Puremovement, Rosie Herrera Dance Theater, and Urban 
Bush Women. Both Bruce Wood Dance and Embodiment Project are making their Joyce debuts.  

Created as a way to celebrate and promote artists from across the United States, ADP is 
programmed annually by a different curator selected by The Joyce.  
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"I am thrilled and honored to curate ADP at The Joyce Theater," says Bolingbroke. "At NCCAkron 
we strive to support and illuminate a broad picture of American dance and this platform affords an 
opportunity to feature a range of voices. 

"This year's ADP features some companies that have thrived for decades, and a few that are relatively 
new." she says. "Moving along in the 21st century, I am particularly proud to highlight a more 
pluralistic approach versus the traditional, single choreographer model." 

About Bolingbroke's curation, The Joyce Theater's Director of Programming Aaron Mattock said, 
"This year's lineup is far-reaching in its geographical representation with companies from six different 
cities and choreographers representing at least nine different states. We are equally excited about 
Christy's diverse selection of artists and the works and styles they will perform." 

American Dance Platform 
January 7-12, 2020, The Joyce Theater 
175 8th Avenue, New York, NY 10011 

Tue-Wed 7:30pm; Thu-Fri 8pm; Sat 2pm & 8pm; Sun 2pm & 7:30pm 
Family Performance: Sat, Jan 11 at 2pm 

Tickets: $45, $25, $20, $10 
For more information visit www.joyce.org 

Bruce Wood Dance 
(Dallas, TX) 

Bruce Wood Dance is built on the vision and prolific output of renowned Texas choreographer Bruce 
Wood (1960-2014), whose work was lauded for its imagery, musicality, versatility and emotional 
impact. Artistic director Joy Bollinger successfully carries on Wood’s legacy by continuing the 
company’s high caliber productions and humanistic repertoire while adding new commissioned works 
by award-winning internationally acclaimed choreographers and resident Texan dance-makers. "The 
Bruce Wood Dance Company is sleek, polished and possessed of a first-rate repertory." (Dance 
Magazine) 

Dayton Contemporary Dance Company 
(Dayton, OH) 



For over 50 years, the Dayton Contemporary Dance Company (DCDC) has fostered the growth of 
diverse, groundbreaking movement artists across the global stage while housing the largest repertory 
of works choreographed by African-American artists. Described as “muscular, political, and 
restless” (Indy Week, Durham, NC), the company has worked with such noteworthy choreographers 
as Alvin Ailey,  Bill T. Jones, José Limón, Ray Mercer, Bebe Miller, and Doug Varone, among others. 
In 2016 DCDC was a co-recipient of one of the dance world’s highest honors, a Bessie Award, for 
their performance of Donald McKayle’s Rainbow ‘Round My Shoulder. 

Embodiment Project 
(San Francisco, CA) 

San Francisco-based Embodiment Project (EP) is "potent, powerful, epic dance theater" (The San 
Francisco Chronicle) that combines hip-hop, documentary theater, live song and choreo-poetry to 
illuminate narratives silenced by inequities while inspiring critical conversations and healing. Founded 
by Nicole Klaymoon in 2008, EP’s dynamic programming encompasses the concert stage, public 
spaces and film with visceral poetic and theatrical elements to emphasize the sacred practice of 
voicing stories of trauma to reclaim power.  

Limón Dance Company 
(New York, NY) 

Acclaimed for dramatic expression, technical mastery, and expansive yet nuanced movement, Limón 
Dance Company is a living legacy of the dance theater developed by José Limón and his mentors, 
Doris Humphrey and Charles Weidman, whose innovative works revolutionized American dance. 
Under the new artistic direction of Colin Connor, the company juxtaposes the timelessness of José 
Limón’s work and vision with radical new creations, always “performing with luscious 
spontaneity”(The New York Times) and fiercely physical perspective. 

ODC/Dance 
(San Francisco, CA) 

Founded in 1971 by Artistic Director Brenda Way, ODC/Dance was one of the first American 
companies to incorporate a post-modern sensibility (an appreciation for pedestrian movement) into 
a virtuosic contemporary dance technique, committing resources to interdisciplinary collaboration 
and musical commissions for the repertory. Originally formed as the Oberlin Dance Collective, Way 
and her adventurous, "skilled and strong"  artists (CriticalDance) relocated from Ohio to San 
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Francisco in 1976, becoming widely recognized for their rigorous technique and their groundbreaking 
collaborations with notable composers, writers, singers, actors and visual artists. 

Rennie Harris Puremovement 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Hailed as “the most brilliant hip-hop choreographer in America” (The New Yorker), Rennie Harris and 
his work encompass the rich, diverse African-American traditions of the past, while honoring the 
voice of a new generation. His pioneering first and longest running hip-hop touring dance theater 
company, Rennie Harris Puremovement, combines gospel music and hip-hop culture to create an 
infectious brand of movement while exploring contemporary issues of community and spirituality, 
and is dedicated to preserving and spreading hip-hop culture, breaking stereotypes and expectations 
of hip-hop dance. 

Rosie Herrera Dance Theater 
(Miami, FL) 

Rosie Herrera, “the Pina Bausch of South Beach” (The New York Times), is a Cuban-American 
dancer, choreographer and artistic director of Rosie Herrera Dance Theater. A beloved fixture of the 
contemporary arts scene in Miami since 2009, the company’s diverse ensemble consists of the city’s 
most brilliant performers in theater, performance art, opera, drag and contemporary ballet. Their 
whirlwind success has taken them from sold out performances at the prestigious American Dance 
Festival (ADF) to The Baryshnikov Arts Center in NYC, among other notable stops, making them a 
force to be reckoned with in the national dance scene. 

Urban Bush Women 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

"Part church revival, part dance party, part therapeutic reckoning, part history lesson" (DC Metro 
Theater Arts), Brooklyn-based Urban Bush Women is the only professional African-American 
women's dance company in existence. Founded in 1984 by visionary storyteller and social activist 
Jawole Willa Jo Zollar, the revolutionary troupe brings the untold and under-told histories and stories 
of disenfranchised people to light, drawing on the bedrocks of contemporary and African dance, song 
and spoken word that challenge assumptions about women, people of color, body types, movement 
styles, society and history.  



About NCCAkron 

The National Center for Choreography at The University of Akron supports the research and 
development of new work in dance by exploring the full potential of the creative process. In addition 
to offering studio and technical residencies to make new work, activities focus on catalyzing dialogue 
and experimentation; creating proximity among artists and dance thinkers; and aggregating resources 
around dance making.  For more information visit www.nccakron.org.  

"Akron is the newest home to a place where artists can . . . set the bounds of 
dance – and then break through those bounds with creative new ideas." 

– Akron Beacon Journal 

Funding Credits 

The establishment of NCCAkron is made possible by The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation.  

About The Joyce Theater Foundation 

The Joyce Theater Foundation (“The Joyce,” Executive Director, Linda Shelton), a non-profit 
organization, has proudly served the dance community for over three decades. Under the direction 
of founders Cora Cahan and Eliot Feld, Ballet Tech Foundation acquired and The Joyce renovated 
the Elgin Theater in Chelsea. Opening as The Joyce Theater in 1982, it was named in honor of Joyce 
Mertz, beloved daughter of LuEsther T. Mertz. It was LuEsther’s clear, undaunted vision and 
abundant generosity that made it imaginable and ultimately possible to build the theater. Ownership 
was secured by The Joyce in 2015. The theater is one of the only theaters built by dancers for dance 
and has provided an intimate and elegant home for over 400 U.S.-based and international 
companies. The Joyce has also expanded its reach beyond its Chelsea home through off-site 
presentations at venues ranging in scope from Lincoln Center’s David H. Koch Theater, to Brooklyn’s 
Invisible Dog Art Center, and to outdoor programming in spaces such as Hudson River Park. To 
further support the creation of new work, The Joyce maintains longstanding commissioning and 
residency programs. Local students and teachers (K–12th grade) benefit from its school program, 
and family and adult audiences get closer to dance with access to artists. The Joyce’s annual season 
of about 48 weeks of dance now includes over 340 performances for audiences in excess of 
150,000. For more information visit www.joyce.org. 
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